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1 Per. i. 24, 25. 


Bw all fleſh is as graſs, and all the; 30 
of 2 15 the afs.” " 
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falleth away: 
A Lord endureth- 
is theword, which & 
ed unto Jo. * 


But the word of 
r ever. And this 
FOR" is . : 


* * ot waa &f this 8 


yo whom he directs this epiſtle 
(whether jewiſh or gentile con- 
verts, tho I am inclined to think 


the latter) to unfeigned and fervent love 


one to another. This he preſſes upon 


| them * ; From the conſideration of = 
their again, not of corrupti= _ 
ble ſeed, bu of incorru 44 2 the word 
of Guad, which liveth and abideth for 
__ In v. 3. he had * eben 


tbe 


ſtle exhorts the chriſtians, - © 


dle (viz. the word of God, which Herb 


— as 
' the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, in 
_ as much as through his 4 - Mercy . 
he had begoten us [chriſttans] again | 
uno 4 lively hope (a hope that giveth 
life, '* or that inſpires with joy, and 
is active and lively) E the rgſurrection 
of Jelus Chrift from the dead, And 


now he makes uſe of this privilege, 
as an ar t to i with them 


to exerciſe undiſſembled and fervent 
mutual affection. Since you chriſtians 
are related to each other, as being born 
the fame feed, which is more excel- 

| lent than that from whence you de- 
rived, your natural birth, -which was 
corruptible, . but the other incorrupti- 


and abiderb for ever) ſee that ye love one 

another with 4 pnre heart Jes. 
And it ſhould be no 1 that | 
ſource of our natural birth 12 
ſentod by me as corruptible; all 


Hals it as graf. This will give me 


17. Johisviai51. vii. 28. Heb. x, 26, The Syriac 


retiders it, the hope of | Lift, 1 


* 
„ ] 


1721 


light to what aur Sevieur Go ee ln un- 
ſwer to that inquiry of Nicademus Hou 
can a man be ES be ts old? can 
be 3 the ſecond time into bis mather's 
<worb, born? No, nor if he 
could, 2 it avail any thing to his 
entering into the kingdom of God: fer 
that which; is Jar of the: ig fleſh: 
and all fleſp is as graſs. The Jews va- | 
lued themſelyes upon being the chil- 
dren and deſcendants of . d but 
in regard of their natural deſcent, as 
an, 1 — no peculiar or diſtin- 
guiſh' Priyuege,. Fur all ft is as 
graſs, and all 7 of man as the 
flower of graſs: t 25 tthereth, and 
the flower thereof falleth away ; but the 
word of. ae Jed aha and 
this is the wurd, * ie 
preached to h 


In ihele wards, which arc a cit 00 
from the prophet Lal, Wk we have” 


1 A deſeription of every y ais lia 
-  blenefs to decay and corruption, Yu 


1 1 3 


John il. 65. + Laiah xl 6. 


with 


3 

. dly — 

e r r. 1 
155 - 1 x is as graſs, and the 

x man as t flower 0 


1 aſs withereth, and 
| ee ; the 2 wr the falleth 9. 
reſentation on the contra- 


n A 
OS 1 #5 the duration and erma=-. 
-  *nency" of the word of the Lord: 
Bur the word N the Lord endureth 
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Un en of this N 
a MS this ig -the word, which” IE 
"_ „ bs r preached 7 to ou, - 


thy m The abel gives © us 4 F 
tion of every man's liableneſs to decay 
and corruption, with all his worldly Y 
„ illuſtrated by the mul RY 
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#* Some manuſcripts, with the Vale, 
«4 22 5 2 dS gums nan, man, read av]n 857 
it that is, De | however does not alter 
the ſenſe. 
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All feſt i in the greateſt extent, hows 
ever dignified and diſtinguiſhed, the 
prince, as well as the peaſant ; the rich, 
the mighty, and the honourable, as well 
as the poor, weak, and baſe. Every one, 
let his internal vigour, or external cir- 
cumſtances be what they will, ſhall feel. 

droop, and die. The periods 

of of uk change indeed vary. Some wy 5 
in infancy and childhood, others reac 
to manhood and more advanced age; 
but there is no one, who can poſſibly 
eſcape it: It is appointed unto men once 
to die. Tho the word Zeſp, by a uſual 
trope, is put to ſignify man ; wet, it is 

obable, the apoſtle uſes it here to 

d us into his + true meaning, that 

when he compares man to graſs on the 
account of his liableneſs to corruption, 
he has a regard only to his material 

This is evident from the preced- 
ing verſe, where he repreſents the prin-. © 
ciple of our natural birth to be corrup- = 
- le ſeed, as the principle of our ſpi- 
birth on the Contrary is i 


able. Whereas the mind does not ariſe TR «.* 


from matter, or any modifications of 


„ 6 
B - 


16 1 
it, and, is in Scripture conſtantly re- 
82 to be 2 from So - 
is at graſs: This image is 

— 2 All fleſh is graſs, and 
all the goodlineſs thereof is as the 2 
e the field. The graſs withereth, the 
flower fadeth, becauſe the ſpirit of the 
Lord vloweth upon it: ſurely the | 
is graſs—Who art thau, that thou ſbouldeſt 
be afraid of a man, that ſhall die; and 
of the ſon of man, which ſhall be made 
that declineth ; and I am withered like 
graſs,— As Fa man, bis days are as 
graſs, as the flower of the field, ſo he 
Foureſheth. For the wind paſſeth-over 
it, and it is gone, amd the place thereof 
Hall know it no more — As the 
the graſs he ſhall paſs away, for the fun 
i no fooner riſen with a burning beat, 
lu it wwithereth the graſs, and the 
flower thereof falleth, and the grace 

abe faſhion of it periſheth ; ſo alſo ſhall 
lle rich man fade away. This alluſion is 


on gef enn ered, Tornd's xa} dpd. 
Homer II. C 146. If. xl, 6, 7, 8. li. 12, 
Plal. cii. 11, ciii. 15. James i. 10, 11. 


5 

3 8 | | 
0 " ' 

' I 2 


85 7 11 by 
beautiful and elegant, and carries in it 
conſiderable force. The animals which 
are moſt celebrated for ſtrength, and 
the durable and ſturdy oak, are alike 
obnoxious to decay and death; but the 
liableneſs of man to change and diſſo- 
lution is deſcribed with peculiar em- 
hafis, when compared with the tender 
rb. The apoſtle adds: And all ” 
Flory man, as the flower of gra. The 
| CCD all the — of eraſe rhe 
every thing that makes man illuſtrious, 
ſets him in a ' gaudy appearance, and 
occaſions him to be gaz d at and admi- 
red by the many; and therefore"in- 
cludes in it comelineſs and beauty, vi- 
. and ſtrength, learnir Knows ; 


e, riches and wealth, titles and he. 


: Theſe, in which the. perſons 
who poſes the MES A pride 
the for [of yrs 5 with great ele- 

5 4“ 'The flower wi- - 

and +; ' whitlethe herb re- 
mains; in like mianvet the glory of can 
| decays and comes to à period, 

up rh ny into the 8.1 
an "7 | 4 | , 


[ 12 N 
graſs withereth: The herb, whoſe ſeed / 
is opened by the warm moiſture of the 
— which it's hollow fibres receive 
and convey to every part, is in itſelf li- 
able to wither and die. It is farther, 
expoſed to decay by external violence, 
blaſting winds, overflowing rains, and 
the ſcorching ſun. In the fame man- 
ner our bodies in their frame are obno- 
xious to alteration and death. The vital 
| fluids loſe in time their racineſs and 
and contract ſizineſs and aci- 
dity. The ſolids, which by their ſprin- 
gineſs drive on the flowing Juices, loſe 
their force, and in conſequence proper 
ſecretions are not made. Hence fol- 
low innumerable pains, diſorders, and 
death; to which men are farther ex- 
om ſed by numberleſs external accidents. 
But 'tis added; The flower thereof falletb 
away. How ſoon do the beauty of the 
face, the air of the countenance, and 
luſtre of the eye fade by illneſs? | The , 
ſtrongeſt 3 is enfeebled by a 
ſudden relaxation of the nerves. T 2 
man, who has val infinite toil amaſs'd 
conſiderable and uncommon degrees of 
literature W with r wy 
6 0 o* 


1131 
other — —_ his memory; <p nab 
uite loſt, is y 
—— pk ar — are 
with culty connected, and 
in a little time he dies, and his 
thoughts 2 ns and projects he had 
laid) eriſh with him. Riches and 
wealth, gotten — 2 reſtleſs and tireſome 
labours,; are liable to a thouſand: un- 
happy accidents,” and often + make io 
themſelves wings, and fl 4 — like an 
eagle, which of all birds is obſerved to 
= ſwifteſt and higheſt, towards heaven. 

vy and malice with a poiſonous breath 
fe? and ſully the brighteſt character: 
Thus the glory 
of the — * withers and dies. 
* now to the at ne bt 


| A_ repreſentation, 0 on 8 con- 
1 ot duration and perma- 
nency of the word of the Lord; 
But the wordefthe Lud I cpm Fo: 


d enge ; he apollle, aking of 
e be. takes occaſion. 


® Plal, ex] 4). 1 Prov, ax 3. 


to 


of man is like the flower 


[ 14 ] 
to compare the principle of their 
ritual birth with that of their nv 
and whereas the latter was of corruptible 
ſeed, the former was of incorruptible, 
— namely the qword: ꝙ God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever. Theſe laſt words 
are by Grot:us refer d to God. Tis no 
wonder, ſais he, that the ſeed of the new 
birth ſhould be deſcribed as incor- 
ruptible; when God, whoſe word it is, 
liveth and abideth for ever. But the 
_ - ofder of the words in the original, 
according to the opinion of other 
* and the train of the 
les reaſoning, will induce us ra- 
to refer them to the word. The 
Greek, according to them, runs, 
tbe hving word of God, - which [word] 
abideth — ever. Beſides, in ver. 2 5, it 
is aſſerted of the word, that it enduretb 
for ever, and therefore it is more pro- 
* bable, that he here intends: the ſame 
thing; and then, ſince it is connected 
with living, both muſt relate, not to God 
but the word. Moreover when the apo- 
ſtle ſpeaks of the ſeed of our natural birth 


8 Whith and V ,. 
8 * | as 


(35) 
as corruptible, and adds all feb ir gr 
— weak, and tendingto decay add 
ſolution; one would expect . 
in the principle of the new birth, whi 
is deſcrib'd as incurruptible, that rr 
exactly anſwer it: which there is, 
ving be an epithet refer d to the 
word. This character is 3 
2 by Paul to the word: 
4 "of Gal is quick, or, as it is in 
the original, Living. By ling is there 
intended, giveth life. :So liuing _- 
ter is water that 1 imparts life . | 4 
the lamb which is in the of - the 
throne ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead them 
tanto lung fountains of water ||, I am 
33 liuing bread vbich came 775 
| „% one yang. > bread, 
ſhall live for ever**. a now and 
living way : that is, 3 
. 

ſition of corrup 
üble Os as ee 


4\ ; * 


| 1 ys + John iv. 10, iu, FR 
2 4 2 e n 
Tt Heb. x. 20. „ 2 


pretation. 


[26]. 
tion. And 
- 7 


* 
is of his doctrine, I: 
| is the ire tha quickeneth, the fleſh 
 profitet nothing : — words, — 


ea unto you, are ſpirit, and they 
Klee. rr Mgt great apoſtle of = 
— tells us, 0 be carna — 
1b death, bur''s ts be fpiritually is "life 
and peace . To this character of t 
word, the apoſtle adds, that it endureth 
for euer. That is, in the effect. It is 
the ſeed of a l and incorrup 
tible life, a life that will continue 
ever. He that believeth, bath — i 
ing life. nes cat is as graſs, * 
iti g the flower of grafs, 

have a principle of decay 1 Y themſelves, 
and are liable to be deſtroyed by ex- 
ternal violence; hut the word of God en- 
 dureth for ever, in the life which is pro- 
Auced and preſerved by it. That life 
has no principle in itſelf of u- 
tion, external ſition ma 


it in- 
creaſe, it conquers and ſurvives the 


world. 1 come. now to the. third 
head. 


* . 


John vi. 63. + Ram. viii. 6. 


= 
1 4 
9 4 
. N - 
. > 6 
* 8 1 * i #-? 
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f III. The ex lication | of * word'r 
goſpel is preached to you. a 


- Tho! in Jaiab it is, But the word 
of our God ſhall fland for ever, expreſ- 
ng the certain accompliſhment of the 
divine promiſe, as appears from the 

fifth verſe, - for the mouth of © the Lord 
hath ſpoken it; yet that the prophet 
has a reference to the Meſhah and the 
Rare is evident from the context. He 
ks of the fore- runner of Chriſt in 
the third verſe, and adds in the fifth : 


And the glory of the Lord ſhall be rev 


wealed, and all fleſs ſhall fee it together. 
The apoſtle therefore very fitly applies, 
the word of our God ſhall tand for ever, 
to the goſpel, though in a ſenſe ſome- 
what different from that of the -pro- 
phet, and more ſuited to his own de- 
ſign⸗ The /eed, or means, of the ſpi- 
ritual life of a chriſtian, is the goſpel 
g „Which is quick and power- 
tal 7. This doctrine recommends univer- 


. . . "I f 8 | 
3 A ny 9) 
; o : * 


8] 


fal righteouſneſs and beneficence, a ſin- 


cere love to God, and an undiſguiſed 


* . 
— 


. unto ever 


were moved by bythe fell, chro that is pre- 
- 0: 


affection to others, which are ſpirit and 
life to every reaſonable and intelligent 


Feng. We kingdom of God is not meat 


and drink, which are periſhable ; but 
righteouſneſs, and peace, and j Joy in the 


Holy Ghoſt ||, which ſhall continue for- 


ever. Therefore Chriſt exhorts his 
diſciples not to labour for the meat 
which periſheth, but for that meat which 

Ming life ; which 
(ais he) the fon of man ſhall give unto 
you, for him hath God the Father ſealed **. 
The ſervice of the legal conſtitution 
could not make the performers of it 
perfect, as conſiſting only in meats and. 
drinks, and divers waſhings, and carnal 
ordinances. The Jewiſh x temper there- 
fore was fleſhly, they prided them- 
ſelves in their natural . from 
Abrabam, Tſaac, and Jacob, in their 
carnal inſtitutions, in the mark they 
had in their fleſh by circumciſion, and 


_ | Rom. xi. 17, fad bs. | 


\ 


{29 I 
7 of in 8 Aug my 
al is as graſs, and the glory there- 
of 1995 Sate, 7 grafs ; al thoſe car- 
nal ordinances have waxed old, and 
vaniſhed away. But the goſpel com- 
mands real piety, and ſubſtantial virtue, 
inward purity, and true holineſs; makes 
them who practiſe it's precepts yore 
and is to ſuch the principle of a ſpi- 
ritual and endleſs life . In the goſ- 
.|- pel life and immortality are brought 
to light. By this Wen we A 
expreſs promiſe of eternal life, and are 
raiſed to ſuch an hope and expecta- 
tion of an inheritance incorruptible, unde. 
filed, and that fadeth nut away, reſer- 
ved in heaven; as purifies our hearts, 
and. refines our lives, bes 2 5 carries 
on, and ſecures a ſpiritual and incor- 
ruptible life, and attempers us to hea- 
ven. For which reaſon it is juſtly ſtiled 
by the apoſtle a lively hope, or a hope 
at giveth life, This expectation, of 
the true chriſtian, is built upon the 
firmeſt and moſt ſolid foundation, the 


— 
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Father 
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Father ſealed, that is, authoriſed to de- 
clare it; his on reſurrection, as the 
firſt-fruits of them that ſleep in him; 
his aſcenſion, and entrance, as our fore- 
runner, into the true holy of holies, 
to take poſſeſſion for us of the heavenly 
inheritance; and the giving of the ſpi- 
rit, as the ſeal and earneſt of it. 


Thus have I 8 to explain 
every part of our text. Some practical 
— 228 ſhall put an end to chis diſ- 


1. Let us ſet before our minds the 
liableneſs of all fleſh: and it's glory to 
decay and diſſolution. This will an- 
ſwer very good and valuable purpoſes, 
eſpecially if we do it frequently. Me- 
ditation on any ſubject, if ſeldom and 
rare, will have very little effect or 
influence; but if it be frequent and 
with fix d attention, it will become a 
vital and active principle. If we often 
and attentively view every ſenſible ob- 
ect we converſe with, . or enjoy, 
as liable to decay and diſſolution, we 
mall find our ſentiments and conduct 


4 
i 


* 


"WI 
will be greatly influenced by it. We 
ſhall likewiſe hereby be freed from 
an undue fear of man. This is an in- 
ference the prophet Iſaiah makes: No 
art thou, that thou ſtouldeſt be afraid of 4 

man, that ſhall die; ee man, 
hich ſhall be made as graſs* : The fear 
of man, when it riſes too =Y is not on- 
2 troubleſome, but a dangerous paſ- 
0 


n. Truth and virtue are too fre- 


quently ſacrificed to it. For this reaſon 
revelation often directs us to make God 
our dread, and our Saviour exhorts us 
not to fear them, which kill the body, but 
are not able to kill the foul ; but rather 
fear him, which is able. to as _ 


Joul and 901 in bell +- 5 


1. If al fleſh is graGy//and: e : 
thereof as the flower of graſs; we ſhould 
take care not to. over-rate ſenfible and 
worldly e yments, which are ſo tran- 
ſitory, ſo liable to wither and die. 
How weak is it to doat them, to 
value ourſelves for the of them, 


e 3 on them, and 


nl. 1. e " 
to 


<< be _ — — 
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to expect happineſs from them? Many 
are apt to make their power and riches 
their ſtrong tower, and to ſay, their 
mountain ſhall neuer be moved. But 
very one muſt-ſee the inconſi ſtency oc 

ſuch ſentiments and behaviour with 

the deſcription the apoſtle gives of 4 
the glory of man; which he likens to the 
fuer of graſs, which falleth away. - 


II. By frequent meditation on the li- 
ableneſs of all worldly glory to wither 
and die, we ſhall be better prepared for 
all the changes, to which we are expos d 
in this life. When we enjoy every 
temporal bleſſing as a ſine and pleaſing 
flower, which ſoon will decay and fall 
off; we enjoy it juſt as it is in the conſti- 
tution of the creator, and ſhall find our- 
ſelves. guarded againſt ſudden ſurprize, 
and immoderate paſſion, upon the remo- 
val of it. in 4 SLORY 


Iv, By this conſiderati lion we ſhould! 
be prevailed upon to moderate and aſ- 
ſwage our grief, for the loſs of valu- 
eee and near relations. ate | 
fay that you, who are therelatives > 


1 | 


* 


"4 4 " 
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deceaſed, ſhould ſuppreſe 
that is impracticable; and if it could be | 
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practiſed, it would not be graceful and 


decent. A degree of grief is but a juſt 
i tribute to his memory and character. Fr 


Mr Jabs Hollis had the me - 
5 of A. pious education, which 'was at- 
_ tended early with ſucceſs. The prin- 


ciples of religion, which in his youth 


were inſtilled into his mind, ſoon 
made a deep impreſſion upon him, 


and became the incorruptible ſeed of i 


ſpiritual life. His great concern was 

to keep alive thoſe religious and divine 

affections. And for that purp rpoſe, when 
44. 5 


buſineſs call'd him to the city 


and go into the —— he took with | 


him ſuch books, as were written 


with peculiar — and particularly 
fitted to excite and raiſe devotion. He 


was ſteady and conſtant in private 
as well as 


ments of the chriſtian doctrine, a 
recommended them to the obſervance 
others. His, beneficence was confide- 
- Fable and in ** W 


a1 ne ; 


public worſhip, and paid 
ever a due deference to the appoint- g 


1 . 
1 * Ln. 
£# 1 * — 
V „ 
— 


ſonablybe expected; but great 


tat. 


tho ii public ones it could nos be cons 
cealed. He had his paſſions under great 
jon, and tho he did not talk 
much, he was pleaſed with the free and 
<hearful converſation of others, even to 
the laſt. He was careful and exact in 
the performance of relative duties: a 
ood huſband, and a moſt affectionate 
— always giving his children a 
handſom liberty of converſing with 
freedom before him, and at the ſame 
time ever concern d about their ſpiritual 
and eternal welfare, not to ſay any thing 
of the kind uſage he expreſs'd to his 
megnial ſervants, I could enlarge greatly 
on this part of his character, were it not, 
that I fear leſt I ſhould raiſe in his neareſt 
relativ s an immoderate grief, which 
it is their duty to ſuppreſs, His patience 
under pain was remarkable: and if he 
had any deſire to live 1 it was that 
he might be uſeful to and 
others. Upon the deceaſe of ſuch a 
perſon ſome degrees of ſorrow may rea- 
care is to 
be taken, that your grief be not immo- 
derate and exceſſive, and break all 
bounds. Hereby you will greatly * 


. 
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the creator and governour of the world, 
to whoſe goodneſs it is owing, that you 


bave enjoy'd him ſo long. The. beſt 2 


way to improve his removal, is to imi- 
tate his virtues, tread in his ſteps, and 
be * ow 8 ſo far as he te followed | 


4G; 16 us Aeon cuef ally * a 
the duration and permanency of the 
goſpel, as it is the incorruptibſe ſeed: of 
a ſpiritual and eternal life _— all ſincere 
chriſtians, in oppoſition to the liable- 
neſs of all ſenſible and material beings 
to decay and diſſolution. From bach ; 
meditations many uſeful and 5 
gone inſtructions will ariſe, 


* We ſhall ris with — 


of the chriſtian inſtitution. Innocence 
and life were connected in the firſt ſet- 


er cClearneſs diſcern the excellency _. 


tlement of the creator. When fin-enter- 


ed, which was attended with death, faith 
accompanied with ſincere and Ready 0- 
bedience took place, and thro favour 
. Intitled ſuch, who were true believers; to 


a perpetual happy life, © By the goſpel 
nw: „„ - v2 2. 
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and the diſpenſation of the Meflial | 
life, and immortality, and the heaven 
inheritance, were difcoveredand bronght 
fo light, and received the fulleſt con- 
firmation. Thep therein recottt« 
mended, which are . and im- 
mutable obligation, are the incorruptible 

ſeed of a ritual and endleſs life. If 

eternal life then, and the method by 


which it is begun and carried on, are 
concerns of the hi 3 ce, the 
goſpel, by which t ge of both 


is attairicd, muſt be e hooked upon as 
moſt excellent, and eke to be highty 


eſteemed by every confidetate perſon. 


2. From hence we may 6 10 


_ reaſonableneſs of a ſtead ge | firm 2 
herence to the word of 


Ipel, which has been ede by 
Thrift and the apoſtles, and nd ere | 
Miete v0 6e s the enen ed 


of a life, which is not liable to deca 
And diffetution. All Feſh is as 


and all it's glory. ts the fer of groſs: 
Ide grafs FE dl und the 


4 25 5 S 
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bee This ſhould influence us to 


and it 8 precepts 
we a tend to prepare us for it; 
it is nat xcaſonable that little difficul- 
2 which perhaps may ariſe only 
2 our not underſtanding it aright, 
- * induce us 40 "_ _ ai 


3. Since all ſenſible e IE 
are to wither and d * = on 
dhe contrary the word of the Lord, 
in the life which it agen, en- 
th for ever; we are directed from 
hence to the N and moſt proper 
ry purſuit. It is rprizing that ſo many, 
_— are called ehriſtians, -ſhould with 
| unwearied diligence, 2 5 reſtleſs 


eagerneſs, preſs after the 

nities of hs world, Ro grin hr 
ſes away; 2 
the incorruptible and unfading crowh of 


life, which the oy i 1 


— 
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If we aw a child exceflively fond of a. 
gay and beautiful flower, pleas d fo far 
with it's gaudy colours, as to diſregard 
other things of much greater impor- 
tance, and immoderateſy grieve when 
it withered and died; could we forbear 


_ 'miling®? Let us therefore behave as men 


endued with reaſon, and form'd for . 


ture happineſs. Let us act as chriſtians, 
who are favoured with a clear and diſ- 
tinct diſcovery of endleſs glory in the 


diſpenſation of the goſpel. Let that 


life and immortality, which the do- 
ctrine of Chriſt has brought to light, be 


our great and main deſign, and let us bend 


all our e to the attainment of it. 
All ſenſible glories will wither and die. 


How happy then will it be for us, 


to be received into 1 ny 
ee | 


ene a of the Lord 
Gree of ſpiritual and eternal life, w | 


N udn? n 
Fabula narrgtur. FHorat. Serm. E. 59. 
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principle 


fo) 


may {ee low unreaſonable it is to OY 
the hope of future happineſs, if we do 
not find the goſpel now to be a vital 
in us. The profeſſion of the 
chriſtian religion, and a form of — 15 
lineſs, will not then be of any real 
advantage to us; being only effectual 
to bring us to eternal life, when it is 

the ſeed of a vpn life; when it 
ſo dwells richly in as to. form 


the complexion of Gur ag and re- 


late the whole courſe of our lives. 
e that that truly believes; hath' ever | 


4 life, That life begins in 4 


ſincere love of God, and an unfeigned 


love of others, upon which the other 


duties of the chriſtian religion depend; 
and the more theſe increaſe, the more 
are we advanced in the life which is 
immortal. We muſt view heaven as 
a ſlate, to which we are to be 
attempered here, by a conſtant and 
uniform practiſe of real piety and 
extenſive virtue. Without | | lineſs no 
one will ſee, that is enjoy, the Lord.. 
235 us therefore take care to guard 


„ Heb, xii. 11. 
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apainſt flattering and delufire hopes, 


and to purſue wth won and con- 
1 auben 


| ſtancy a divine | temper 
( riſt, ubo is aur Iife, are 


da . with 7 in 2 
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